
 
 

 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
       MORNING PRAYER (ANTE-COMMUNION) 

 

Second Sunday in Lent • March 1, 2026 • 10:30 a.m. 

Welcome to St. John’s.  We are happy you are joining us in worship today.  Our service is printed 
here, with congregational responses printed in bold.  Hymns are printed in the hymnals in the pews.  
 

VOLUNTARY 
  
PROCESSIONAL HYMN • 401              Leoni 
 

 “The God of Abraham praise” 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.  
His mercy endures for ever. 

 
PENITENTIAL ORDER 
 

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only Lord.  Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. 
The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these." 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved thee with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy 
will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy Name.  Amen. 

 

KYRIE ELEISON • S 86                David Hurd (b. 1950) 

    

           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

 Let us pray. 
 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways, 

and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable 

truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 

for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE LESSONS 
 
A READING FROM THE BOOK OF GENESIS       12:1-4a 
 

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you.  I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, 
so that you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; 
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 
   

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 121   Levavi oculos 
 To be chanted by choir and congregation together 

 
 
 
 

I lift up my eyes to the / hills; * 
  from where is my / help to come? 
 

My help comes from the / LORD, * 
  the maker of / heaven and earth. 
 

He will not let your / foot be moved * 
  and he who watches over you will not / fall asleep. 
 

Behold, he who keeps watch over / Israel * 
  shall neither / slumber nor sleep; 
 

The LORD himself watches / over you; * 
  the LORD is your shade at / your right hand, 
 

So that the sun shall not strike you by / day, * 
  nor the / moon by night. 
 

The LORD shall preserve you from all / evil; * 
  it is he who shall / keep you safe. 
 

The LORD shall watch over your going out and your / coming in, * 
  from this time forth for / evermore. 



 
 

A READING FROM THE LETTER TO THE ROMANS        4:1-5, 13-17 
 

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh?  For if Abraham 
was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.  For what does the 
scripture say?  “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.”  Now to one who 
works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due.  But to one who without works trusts him 
who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through 
the law but through the righteousness of faith.  If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, 
faith is null and the promise is void.  For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is  
there violation. 
 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all 
his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham 
(for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) — in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things 
that do not exist. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN • 147                   Bourbon 
 “Now let us all with one accord” 
       
THE GOSPEL                 John 3:1-17 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John 
 Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  He came to Jesus by night and said to 
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that 
you do apart from the presence of God.”  Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the 
kingdom of God without being born from above.”  Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born 
after having grown old?  Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?”  Jesus 
answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and 
Spirit.  What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not be astonished 
that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the 
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.  So it is with everyone who is 
born of the Spirit.”  Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”  Jesus answered him, “Are you 
a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not 
receive our testimony.  If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you about heavenly things?  No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man.  And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. 
 



 
 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

THE SERMON             
 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the 
Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come.  Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.  
 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your 
love, and reveal your glory in the world.   
 

Silence  
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor 
one another and serve the common good. 
   

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 
service of others and to your honor and glory.  We pray for the wisdom and fortitude to avert the 
catastrophe of global warming.  
 

Silence  
 

 



 
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love 
one another as he loves us.  
 

Silence  
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially those dear to our congregation; 
Anna, Steven C., Philip L. & Robert L., Grady, Linda E., Eric G., Lisa, Debbie, Brian, Linda, Gary, 
Jeremy, Joan G., Sister Eleanor, and Michelle; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring 
them the joy of your salvation.  
 

Silence  
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that 
we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.  
 

Silence  
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  

 
THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE OFFERTORY  

 

 
 
An offering is received to support St. John’s ministry of sharing God’s love with the world.  To donate 
online, go to www.stjohnsboonton.org and click the "Give Here" icon on the right-hand side, or point 
your camera at our QR code. 
 

 

 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN • 489           Tallis’ Ordinal 
 “The great Creator of the worlds”  
         

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 
 



 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 

THE SUFFRAGES 
 

Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
And grant us your salvation.  

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
Let your people sing with joy.  

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
For only in you can we live in safety.  

Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  

Let your way be known upon earth;  
Your saving health among all nations.  

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  

Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  

 
THE COLLECTS 
 
A Collect for Peace  
 O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect 

freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your 
defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

A Collect for Grace  
 Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new day: pre serve us 

with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, 
direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

A Collect for Guidance 
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and 
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but 
may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

A Collect for Mission  
 Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and 

sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy 
Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING  

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all 
your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made.  We bless you for our 
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope 



 
 

of glory.  And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful 
hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up 
ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
throughout all ages.  Amen.  

 

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication 

to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our 

desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the 

age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

THE GRACE 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 

us all evermore.  Amen. 

 

THE CLOSING HYMN • 473          Crucifer 

 “Lift high the cross”    

    

THE DISMISSAL 
   

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

 

 

 

 

LEADING AND SUPPORTING OUR WORSHIP TODAY: 
 

The Rev. Deacon John H. VanDine Sr. Officiant 

Ms. Sharon Liparini Morning Message 

Mr. Kevin Bidwell Server  

Ms. Janice Schouten Lector 

Mr. Robert H. Gangewere, Jr. Organist  
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