
 
 

 

   ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
          MORNING PRAYER (ANTE-COMMUNION) 

 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost • Last Sunday of Creation                                            
October 4, 2026 • 10:30 a.m. 

Welcome to St. John’s.  We are happy you are joining us in worship today.  Our service is printed 
here, with congregational responses printed in bold.  Hymns are printed in the hymnals in the pews.  

 

VOLUNTARY 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN • 518              Westminster Abbey 
        

 “Christ is made the sure foundation” 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

 Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly 
life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the 
blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
CANTICLE 12, PART 2 • S 229    A Song of Creation   Benedicite, omnia opera Domini 

         
          
       

  
 
 
 
 

Let the earth |glori•fy the | Lord, * 
 praise him and | highly • ex|alt him • for | ever. 
 

Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, 
and all that | grows up•on the | earth, * 
 praise him and | highly • ex|alt him • for | ever. 
 

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, | seas, and | streams,* 
 O whales and | all that | move in • the | waters. 
 

All birds of the air, | glori•fy the | Lord, * 
 praise him and | highly • ex|alt him • for | ever. 
 

Glorify the Lord, O | beasts • of the | wild, * 
 and | all you | flocks and | herds. 
 

O men and women everywhere, | glori•fy the | Lord, * 
 praise him and | highly • ex|alt him • for | ever. 



 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

 Let us pray. 
 

 O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your 
grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
THE LESSONS 
 
A READING FROM THE BOOK OF EXODUS           20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

 

Then God spoke all these words: 
 

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you 
shall have no other gods before me. 
 

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that 
is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 
 

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit 
anyone who misuses his name. 
 

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work. 
Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God 
is giving you. 
 

You shall not murder. 
 

You shall not commit adultery. 
 

You shall not steal. 
 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female 
slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain 
smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses, “You speak to us, 
and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be 
afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
A SONG OF CREATION   Benedicite, omnia opera Domini 
Canticle 12:1, 3a, 4a, 5-6a, 8a, 9b, 10a, 12a, 13-14a, 15-16a, 19a-20 
 To bc chanted by congregation and choir together 



 
 

  

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the |Lord, * 

 praise him and highly exalt him for | ever. 
Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the | Lord, * 

 Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the |Lord, * 
 

Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of | dew, * 

 all winds and fire and | heat. 
Winter and summer, glorify the | Lord, * 

 Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the | Lord, * 
 

O shining light and enfolding | dark. 

 Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the | Lord, * 
Glorify the Lord, O mountains and | hills, 

 Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and | streams, 
 

O whales and all that move in the | waters. 

 All birds of the air, glorify the | Lord, * 
Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the | wild, * 

 and all you flocks and | herds. 
 

O men and women everywhere, glorify the | Lord, * 

 Glorify the Lord, O spirits and souls of the | righteous, 
You that are holy and humble of heart, glorify the | Lord, * 

 praise him and highly exalt him for | ever. 
 

A READING FROM PAUL’S LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS     3:4b-14 
 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a 
member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ.  More than that, I regard 
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found 
in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith 
in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.  I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain 
the resurrection from the dead. 
 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, 
because Christ Jesus has made me his own.  Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but 
this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 



 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

SEQUENCE HYMN • 546              Siroë 
          

 “Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve” 
 

THE GOSPEL (Please stand as each is able)              Matthew 21:33-46 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew:  
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable.  There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower.  Then he leased it to tenants and went to 
another country.  When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce.  But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another.  Again he 
sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way.  Finally he sent his son to 
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’  But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 
‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’  So they seized him, threw him out of the 
vineyard, and killed him.  Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?”  They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to 
other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, 
and it is amazing in our eyes’? 

 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 
produces the fruits of the kingdom.  The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will 
crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about 
them.  They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

THE SERMON         The Rev. Deacon John J. Van Dine Sr.  

                

THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven:  by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 



 
 

death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the 
Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come.  Amen.  

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your 
love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor 
one another and serve the common good. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 
service of others and to your honor and glory. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love 
one another as he loves us. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their 
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation, especially for the special needs and concerns of this 
congregation; Brett, Lisa, Jeremy, and Sister Eleanor; 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that 
we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence 
 



 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your 
people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
  

The peace of Christ be always with you.  
And also with you. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE OFFERTORY  

 
 
An offering is received to support St. John’s ministry of sharing God’s love with the world.  To 
donate online, go to www.stjohnsboonton.org and click the "Give Here" icon on the right-hand side, 
or point your camera at our QR code on the next page. 
 

 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN • 489          Tallis’ Ordinal 
           

 “The great Creator of the world” 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 

SUFFRAGES 
 

Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
And grant us your salvation.  

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
Let your people sing with joy.  

http://www.stjohnsboonton.org/


 
 

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
For only in you can we live in safety.  

Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  

Let your way be known upon earth;  
Your saving health among all nations.  

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  

Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  

 
THE COLLECTS 
 

A Collect for Sundays 
 

O God our King, by the resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ on the first day of the week, you    
conquered sin, put death to flight, and gave us the hope of everlasting life: Redeem all our days by this 
victory; forgive our sins, banish our fears, make us bold to praise you and to do your will; and steel us to 
wait for the consummation of your kingdom on the last great Day; through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

 

A Collect for the Renewal of Life 
 

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow of death into 
the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet 
into the way of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night 
comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer for Knowledge of God's Creation  
 

 Almighty and everlasting God, you made the universe with all its marvelous order, its atoms, worlds, and 
galaxies, and the infinite complexity of living creatures: Grant that, as we probe the mysteries of your 
creation, we may come to know you more truly, and more surely fulfill our role in your eternal purpose; 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Prayer for the Conservation of Natural Resources 
 

Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, you made us fellow workers in your creation: 
Give us wisdom and reverence so to use the resources of nature, that no one 
may suffer from our abuse of them, and that generations yet to come may continue to praise you for 
your bounty; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

A Collect for Mission 
  

 O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach 
peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after 
you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the 
coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING  

 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all 
your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made.  We bless you for our 
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope 



 
 

of glory.  And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful 
hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up 
ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
throughout all ages.  Amen.  
 

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM  
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication 
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
THE GRACE 
 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to 

him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Amen.   

 

CLOSING HYMN • 598                  Mit Freuden zart  
        

“Lord Christ, when first thou cam’st to earth” 

 

THE DISMISSAL   
 

Let us go forth into all Creation, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

VOLUNTARY 

 
 
 
LEADING AND SUPPORTING OUR WORSHIP TODAY 
 

The Rev. Deacon John H. Van Dine Sr. Officiant and Preacher 

   Mr. Kevin Bidwell Lector 

Mr. Kevin Bidwell Server 
Mr. Christian Carozza Organist 

 
 

All music reprinted with permission or permission pending, One License.net, A-741091 


